Pathology.
7. The nature of this malady is acknowledged to be obscure.
It is supposed to be endemic in the tropics, to be limited to certain latitudes, and not to extend further inland than from forty to sixty miles. 8 . The former supposition, however, would appear to be incorrect, as it is well known, and has been described as existing in an endemic form in certain low lying parts of Ja* pan, where it shows itself only during the hot months of the year. It has no existence in the colder climates. In Java, Sumatra, Ceylon, and the northern parts of the Madras Presidency it has been long known, and great fatality attends it; in many cases the onset and termination are equally rapid and unexpected.
9. The ratio of mortality in our Gaol from this cause alone during 1878-was-16*20 per cent., and in 1879, 2063 per, cent'. The increase during the latter year was owing-to many of the [March 1, 1881. admissions being cases of relapse, and to the disease having become more virulent in type.
10. This ratio of deaths to admissions, though high, contrasts most favourably with that of similar outbreaks in India, Ceylon, and elsewhere, whether among the Europeans or Natives, and in a disease of this virulence and nature is habitually high.
11. Table A will show the mortality occurring in our
Prison in the different years, from the commencement of the disease till the end of the first quarter of this year.
12. It has been, as a rule prevalent during the decline of one monsoon, and the setting in of another, when the vicissitudes of temperature are at their greatest, as well as during certain loaded states of the atmosphere, and whenever the rainfall has been excessive. During the whole of the rainy N.E. monsoon, the number of admissions has always been augmented. Reference to General.?This has consisted in increased vigilance in all points relating to the sanitary condition of the Gaol, such as improving the ventilation of the work-sheds, the latrines, &c., and using all endeavours to keep the dormitories as dry as possible by lengthening the intervals between the washing of the floors, &c. Tar and sulphur were burned every day in them for the purposes of fumigation. The prisoners were recommended throughout extra-mural labour. There was a work of importance to be done in 1877, aud*as it was within easy access of the Gaol, all the prisoners were employed at it. That year there were almost no cases of Beri-beri, and, though I attribute this chiefly to the small rainfall recorded, yet, doubtless, this mode of employing the prisoners had its effect in maintaining their health. This work was completed in the end of that year, and there being none other found near enough for safety, or suitable, outside labour had to be abandoned for the long term prisoners. (To he continued.)
